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ABSTRACT

The subject of the research is considered one of the important and
practical topics, because it touches on the needs of the criminal judge in his
practical reality when he weighs the evidence in the criminal case before
him. The research came about the authority of the criminal judge to weigh
the evidence in Jordanian criminal legislation compared to French
legislation?, The study followed the descriptive approach, the analytical
approach, and the comparative approach, by examining the opinions of
criminal law jurists and Jordanian and French legal texts on the subject of
the authority to weigh evidence, and then analyzing it and expressing an
opinion on it, while not abandoning the comparative methodology
whenever possible between the text of the law and judicial application in
both Jordan. And France regarding the issue under discussion.

It has become clear to us that Jordanian law embraces a free criminal
proof system, with the exception of some cases in which it adopts a
restricted criminal proof system exclusively for certain specific crimes, and
that the judge’s freedom to be convinced by verbal evidence is subject to a
certain number of specific controls. The judge must base his conviction on

evidence. My statement is correct and legitimate in the case, and it must



have a basis in the case papers, and it will be discussed in the session
publicly and orally .The study recommended the necessity of singling out a
set of specific legal texts that address the theory of criminal proof, and the
extent of the criminal judge’s authority to evaluate each piece of evidence
separately. It is also necessary to give the criminal judge complete freedom
in weighing and evaluating the evidence without any exceptions to it. It is
also necessary for the Jordanian legislator to separate the authority of
investigation and the authority of accusation of the Public Prosecution, in
accordance with modern legislation, and to ensure the impartiality and
fairness of the investigation, as it is illogical for the authority authorized to
investigate to be the same one that carries out the accusation.

Keywords: weight of evidence, assessment of evidence, principle of
emotional conviction, freedom of proof.



