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Abstract

The present study aims at examining the most commonly used politeness
strategy by undergraduate students when requesting money. In addition, the
study examines the influence of the cultural background on the use of
politeness strategies by Jordanian and non-Jordanian undergraduates when
requesting money. Semi-structured interviews are used to collect data for
the present study. A total of 30 Jordanian and non-Jordanian undergraduate
students participate in this mixed-methods study. The sample is selected
from two universities in Jordan via non-probability convenience sampling
procedures. The study reveals the following main findings: the most
commonly used politeness strategy by the whole sample in money request
IS negative politeness, scoring 34%. In addition, the most commonly used

politeness strategy by Jordanians when requesting money is bald on-record



politeness, accounting for 34%. In contrast, the most commonly used
politeness strategy by non-Jordanians is negative politeness, accounting for
46.7%. It could be concluded that the cultural background exerts a

profound influence on the use of politeness strategies.
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