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Abstract

Over the time, human societies have gone through a wide variety of developments,
which formed the bedrock for building the modern sate, and contributed to
modernization of these societies and raising level of civilization. Alongside this
impressively bright image, the societies have witnessed a wide range of phenomena
and crimes, which eventually brought about the collapse of some of these societies;
foremost of which is the job-related corruption that eats away the societies,
undermines the principles of justice and equality, and severely breaches the rule of
law.

Job-related corruption emerges in plenty of forms, including but not limited to,
bribery, embezzlement and abuse of office, but the abuse of office crime stands out
as the most important of all these forms, and in spite of its severity and widespread
existence, it has not yet been given as much attention by legal researchers as
needed to keep abreast of its severity.

The Jordanian and Omani criminal lawmakers have each enacted provisions that
criminalize the abuse of office, demonstrate its nature, forms and pillars, and shed
light on how to prosecute these crimes and their penalties.

Needless to say, Abuse of office crime is among the crimes that are quite seriously
detrimental to the public interest. Hence, the Jordanian legislature has dedicated
Article [176] of the Penal Code No. 16 of 1960 as amended to the abuse of office
crime, together with several other provisions in Jordan's Integrity and Anti-Corruption
Law of 2016, which criminalize all forms of this crime that is committed by the public
or private employee, as the case may be, through unlawful exploitation of their
position.

Likewise, the Omani legislature has dedicated Article [220] of the Penal Code No. 7

of 2018, together with several other provisions of the Omani Royal Decree No. 112



of 2011 on the Law of Protection of Public Funds and Avoidance of Conflict of
Interest, to criminalize this crime as one of the crimes committed by the employee in
an unlawful exploitation of his position.

This study sheds light on the abuse of office crime in the Jordanian and Omani
common and special legislation, in an attempt to explore the problems underlying its
application, through an in—depth analysis of common and special criminal provisions
in both legislations, with the aim of identifying their details, demonstrating their legal
aspects, and spotlighting some legal impacts that may face the real-world
application of these provisions, the characteristics of this crime and the reasons
behind its criminalization, distinguishing it from other similar crimes after getting its
elements analyzed, the liabilities of offenders and the penalties prescribed against
those perpetrators.

For that purpose, this study is divided into four chapters and a conclusion, and
introduces a wide variety of findings. The most important of which is that the Abuse
of office crime is committed as a result of fault, negligence and lack of precaution,
as is also committed intentionally in the course of performing job duties. | also
concluded a number of recommendations, foremost of which is the need for
conferring on the regulatory and anti—corruption authorities broader powers,
especially with regard to matters that directly affect the national economy and public

money.



